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CHARACTERS
(in order of appearance)

QUEEN — Femal e. The Queen of Dellsville.
TEACHER — Mal e or Fenal e.

DEBORAH — Fenul e. Pri ncess of Dellsville.
DEl DRE — Fenunl e. Pri ncess of Dellsville.
DI ANA — Fenul e. Pri ncess of Dellsville.

SIR REX — Male. The Knight of Dellsville.

KI NG DELBERT — Male. The King of Dellsville.
ADVISOR 1 — Male or Female. King Delbert's advisor.
ADVI SOR 2 — Male or Fenmale. King Delbert's advisor.
JESTER — Mal e or Female. The Jester of Dellsville.
FARMVER — Mal e or Female. A farner in Dellsville.
CARPENTER — Mal e or Fenmale. A carpenter in Dellsville.
ACCOUNTANT — Mal e or Female. Dellsville' s Royal
account ant .

TOUR GUI DE — Mal e or Fenal e.

TOURI ST 1 — Male or Fenal e.

TOURI ST 2 — Mal e or Fenal e.

SIRPH L — Male. The Knight of Jilliansville.

QUEEN JILL — Fermale. The Queen of Jilliansville

JILL'S ADVISOR 1 — Male or Fenale. Queen Jill's advisor.
JILL'S ADVISOR 2 — Male or Fenale. Queen Jill's advisor.

REQUI REMENTS

Required are three sets: The Throne Room of King Del bert,
whi ch shoul d be sparse and pl ain, containing nothing nore
t han a wooden chair for a throne; the classroom which
shoul d have three desks; and the Princess's bedroom which
does not require any furniture.
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QUEEN
Once upon a tine, or so it always starts, there was a
ki ngdom ... which should be no surprise to anyone. This

ki ngdom was naned Dellsville, after it’s founder, King
Del bert the First. The people of Dellsville |ived happy
and prosperous lives. Above all, they valued educati on.

(The TEACHER enters.)

TEACHER
St udent s! Break tine is over. W nust conti nue our
st udi es.

( DEBORAH and DEl DRE enter,
carrying their books.)

DEBORAH
| hope we're not |ate, teacher.

DEl DRE
We were working on that |ast math problemyou gave us. |
think we’ve got it this tine.

TEACHER
And where is D anna?

QUEEN
Debor ah, Deidre and Di anna were the daughters of the King,

known as King Del bert the Fifth, or Delbert the Wse. He
made hi s daughters to study as nuch as possible, for
sonmeday one of themwould inherit the entire kingdom

DEBCORAH
Di anna!

DEl DRE
D anna, class is starting!

QUEEN

As lovely as the King' s daughters were, there was sonethi ng
about Dianna. She wasn't a bad child. 1t’s just that her
m nd was al ways sonewhere el se.

(DI ANNA runs in.)

DI ANNA
Sorry I'"mlate, Teacher.

TEACHER
And where were you, M ss Dianna?
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DI ANNA
Pai nting a picture.

TEACHER
Way woul d you paint a picture?

DEI DRE
Yes. Wiy would you do that when we had a hard math probl em

to work out?

DI ANNA
But it was recess tinme and the sun was reflecting off the
river at such a perfect angle that | wanted to remenber it

by painting a picture of it.

DEBORAH
Recess or not, you should have been working on your math.

TEACHER
Yes Dianna, art will not help you with your thinking and
solving problens. Let’s see how you did with the math
pr obl em

(DI ANNA comes to the teacher
who hands her a book. DI ANNA
| ooks at the book for a
second or two.)

DI ANNA
The answer is four and three-eights.

( DEBORAH and DEl DRE gasp.)

TEACHER
How did you do that so quickly in your head?

DElI DRE
You nust have cheat ed.

DI ANNA
| did not! Look ... if you nultiply across, and figure
four as the value of x, then you can clearly see that the
answer is four and three-eights.

QUEEN

Not to say that Dianna wasn’t smart. Ch no, in fact she
was quite smart. She just took other things as seriously
as her studies, like art and witing poetry and singing.
This was not how her teacher thought ... or her father for
that matter.

(SIR REX enters.)
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SIR REX
Trunpets sound and bells all ring,
Rai se your voices high and sing
For he is better than anything
Make way for Del bert, our wonderful king!

(THE KING enters. He waves
in his ADVI SORS, who carry in
this throne. His throne is
very plain and boring.)

Kl NG
This way. Bring it this way, please. That’s just fine,
now. Thank you.

SIR REX
Everyone step back a bit
And let King Del bert the Wse sit.

KI NG
What do you want, Sir Rex?

SI R REX
| cone to show ny affection
While offering ny protection.
| hope you don’t have any objecti on.
Pl ease don’t give nme your rejection.

KI NG
Isn’t there a dragon you should be slaying or sonething?

SI R REX
to hel p and assi st,
r

My job inlife
I , do not exist.

IS
But dragons, fea

KI NG
Then what do you do around here?

SIR REX
My knightly deeds of you inquire
Are nmeant to notivate and inspire.
For every child, both tall and wee
Wsh to grow up just |ike ne.

ADVI SOR 1
Couldn’t you do it sonmewhere el se?

ADVI SOR 2
| think he's great!
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SIR REX
| do not know anyt hi ng
O her than to protect the king.

KI NG
Very well, you can stay. Just be quiet. | can't stand
that constant rhyne. |It's so ... babyish
SI R REX

If that is what you require,
Your wish is ny command, oh sire.

(KI'NG shoots SIR REX a dirty
| ook. The ADVI SORS stand on
both sides of the throne, and
the KING finally sits.)

ADVI SOR 1
Your mejesty, it appears that there was another incident in
your daughter’s school today.

KI NG
Anot her one? This is the fourth one this week!
ADVI SOR 1
| know, sire. That daughter is a nenace.
ADVI SOR 2
| don’t think she’s a nenace at all. | think she s rather
del i ght f ul
ADVI SOR 1
She takes not hing seriously.
ADVI SOR 2
She’s a little girl. She's |learning everything she needs
to know. And she's such a joy to be around.
KI NG
One of ny daughters is going to inherit the kingdom
cant run it forever. It takes a lot of wisdomto run a

ki ngdom and each one of ny daughters nust be ready. |
won't have any of this nonsense. Joyful ness does not solve
t he problens of a Kingdom Bring themin.

( DEBORAH, DEI DRE and DI ANNA
enter, with the TEACHER
behi nd them)

DI ANNA
(Si ng-song) Hell o, Papa!
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DEBORAH and DEI DRE
(Uni son) Hello, Papa.

KI NG
My children, what have you done now?

DEBORAH
It was Di anna agai n.

DEl DRE
We tried to warn her, Papa. W really did.

DI ANNA
Papa, | swear, | was doi ng nothing wong.

TEACHER
The child was wasting valuable tinme painting a picture.

KI NG
Wiy, Dianna? Wy?

DI ANNA
Because | saw sonething very pretty and | wanted to nmake a
picture of it.

SIR REX
Part of a Knight's sworn duty
|s to appreciate such things of beauty.

KI NG
Quiet, you. But does a picture feed you and cl othe you?
Can a picture keep you warm at night and protect you from
your enem es? Next you' Il be telling nme you were throw ng
one of those silly round things about. Wat are they
called ... a bill?

ADVI SOR 2
A “ball,” your najesty.

KI NG
| don't know where you get these usel ess ideas from

ADVI SOR 1
"1l bet it's fromthat no-good jester

KI NG
Yes! Bring ne the Jester!

(The ADVI SORS exit.)

5
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TEACHER
Your majesty, | don’t think Dianna is taking her studies
seriously enough.
KI NG
Deborah ... Deidre ... are you both studying hard?
DEBORAH
Oh yes, Papa.
DEI DRE
Every m nute of every day. That’'s what you ve taught us.
TEACHER
How did they do on their |ast exam nations?
DEBORAH
| got a seventy-two.
DEI DRE
| got an eighty-one.
KI NG
And what about you, Di anna?
DI ANNA
(Munbl es sonet hing very quietly)
KI NG
What was that? | couldn’t hear you
DI ANNA
Ni nety- ni ne.
KI NG
You are all equally smart and have received the sane
education. | see no reason why your grades should be so
different. | conmmand you all to go back to class and study
harder. Do you understand?
DEBORAH
Yes, Papa.
DEI DRE
| think D anna cheated.
KI NG
| think you should study harder. Now, back to school wth
you all. And Dianna ... no nore nonsense, okay?
DI ANNA

kay, father.
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(The girls go back to their
"classroom ")

QUEEN

But asking Dianna for no nore nonsense was harder than
expected, for D anna had sonething her sisters did not
a vivid imagi nation.

TEACHER
A noun is what, Deborah?
DEBORAH
A person, place thing or idea.
TEACHER
Very good. Deidre, what is a verb?
DEI DRE
It tells action, right?
TEACHER
Yes, it does. Now, and adjective does what, D anna?
DI ANNA
Oh, | LOVE adjectives! Red, blue, big, clever ... they

pai nt beautiful pictures with words!

TEACHER
A sinple definition will do.

(From over her book, DI ANNA
brings up a sock puppet.)

DI ANNA
Oh, all right. (As the puppet) An adjective describes
somet hi ng.

TEACHER
D anna, put that thing away.

DI ANNA
He has a nane. H s name i s Hubert.

DElI DRE
It's a sock.

DI ANNA
It's ny friend.

TEACHER
How can a sock be a friend?

7



DULLSVI LLE - 8

DI ANNA
(As the puppet) | don't know? How can a person by MW
friend?
(as DI ANNA)
Hubert, that's not nice.
(as the puppet)

l"msorry. [|'Il try to behave.
TEACHER
That's it! This time you' ve gone too far!
QUEEN

And, once again, the Teacher brought poor D anna to see her
f at her.

DI ANNA
|’msorry | di sappoi nted you, Papa.

KI NG
Children, come to ne. Ruling a kingdomis very hard worKk.
Many peopl e depend on you to nake the wi sest and nost
educat ed deci sions. Therefore, your education is the nost
inmportant thing in the world. You can’'t be wasting your
time with frivolous pursuits, such as painting or playing
wi th socks.

DI ANNA
Hubert is nmy friend, Papa.

KI NG
D anna, please concentrate on your studies.

DI ANNA
But | get good grades.

KI NG
But someday you mght not. Now, go to your roomand wite
out your tinmes tables.

DI ANNA
But Papa ... !

KI NG
Ten tinmes. | wll check it when you are through.

DI ANNA
Yes, Papa.

(The ADVI SORS return with the
JESTER i n shackl es.)
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ADVI SOR 1
W’ ve caught the scoundrel, your nmjesty.

Kl NG
Bring himto ne.

JESTER
| swear, | didn’t do it, your king-ship. It was soneone
elsel | was away ... | had a phone call ... | was in the
shower ... there was soap in ny eyes!

KI NG
Jester, it appears ny daughter has been doing sone very bad
things. | wonder if you had anything to do with it.

JESTER
(To DIANNA) What are you in for?

DI ANNA
Sock puppet.

JESTER
Hubert ?

DI ANNA
He's ny friend.

JESTER
He was ny friend first!

Kl NG
You know of the sock?

JESTER
Sure | know of the ... NO |'ve never seen the sock
bef or e.

ADVI SOR 1
He knows of the sock, your majesty. We nust punish him

ADVI SOR 2
Not so fast. What was your intention for giving D anna the
sock?

JESTER
She's a good girl, your majesty. She doesn't get to play
enough with her sisters.

ADVI SOR 1
You were playing with D anna?
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JESTER
O course! W play all the tine!

ADVI SOR 1
Wiy do you play with her?

JESTER
Meani ng no di srespect, your mgjesty, but ... nobody el se
will.

SIR REX
Mich of someone’s inspiration
Cones fromtheir imagination

KI NG
| mwarning you, Rex. One nore tinme and you' Il be cl eaning
t he royal furnace.
ADVI SOR 1

| say we throw the jester in the dungeon.

ADVI SOR 2
| have a better idea. Let himwtness today s petitions.
That will nake himsee the need for nore serious pursuits.

KI NG
A splendid idea. | would |ike ny daughters to see this, as
well. If they are to follow ne, they should see the work

they will need to do and maybe they will realize a smart
mnd is needed to solve the problenms of a Kingdom

ADVI SOR 1
Are you sure that’'s a good idea?

ADVI SOR 2
| think it’s a good idea.

KI NG
Grls, I want to you watch today’ s petitions.

DEBORAH
Thank you fat her.

Kl NG
You watch this too, Jester. Wtch and | earn.

(JESTER noves over to
DI ANNA. )

ADVI SOR 1
Send in the first petitioner!
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(FARMER enters.)

KI NG
Step forward, sir.
FARVER
Thank you for seeing ne, your nmgjesty. | ama lowy

farmer, tending the royal crops.

KI NG
| see. You do an admrable service to the kingdom \What
can | do for you?

FARMER
My horse has died. Wthout ny horse | cannot pull the plow
to plow ny fields.

Kl NG
That is a sad situation.
FARVER
| cannot afford to buy a new horse, but w thout a horse |
cannot plow ny fields. |If I cannot plowny fields, | wll

never be able to grow ny crops and nmy famly will starve.

DI ANNA
(To JESTER) He should use an ox! An ox is stronger than a
horse and nmuch cheaper.

JESTER
"1l bet he has an ox on his farm al ready.

KI NG
The answer is clear. You are to sell all your crops and
purchase a new horse with the profits.

FARMER
But without a horse there will be no crops, and if | sel
ALL my crops | will starve.

Kl NG

That is another problem and only solve one per day, per
person. Next!

(CARPENTER enters.)
CARPENTER

Your majesty, | ama lowy carpenter who has nmade the
finest chairs in the kingdom
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KI NG
| know. Your famly has made fine chairs for three
generations. Wth his own hands, your grandfather nmade the
very throne | sit upon.

CARPENTER
My problemis this, your majesty: Everyone already has a
chair. Nobody will buy ny chairs any nore.

DI ANNA
(To the JESTER) Maybe if he nade his chairs in different
col ors, people would buy them

JESTER
O maybe if he carved a nice design into the back?

KI NG
The answer is clear. You are to wait for your chairs to
break. Then people will have to buy new ones.

CARPENTER
But ny chairs are built to last. How w |l they break? And
what will | do in the nmean time?
KI NG

That is another problem and | only solve one per day, per
person. Next!

(The ACCOUNTANT enters.)

ACCOUNTANT
Your mejesty, | have a problem... or better yet, YQOU have
a problem
KI NG

VWhat is it, Accountant?

ACCOUNTANT
Your kingdomis dangerously close to running out of nobney.

ADVI SOR 1
How di d this happen?

ACCOUNTANT
No new i ncome has been coming in. People are not spending
noney.

ADVI SOR 2
VWhat should we do?
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ACCOUNTANT
| do not know. All | knowis what is in black and white,
especially if they are nunbers. How we get out of the
probl em and what we need to do is your problem not mne.

JESTER
(To DIANNA) Wl |l ? Wat should we do now?
DI ANNA
| don't know ... wite a show and charge people to see it?
We can sing and juggl e!
KI NG

Bl ack and white facts never |lie, Accountant. You've done a
good job. Let nme know when the facts show ot herw se.

ACCOUNTANT
Yes, your Highness. But
KI NG
You are ny Accountant. Go ... account.

( ACCOUNTANT exits.)

ADVI SOR 1
Excel | ent work, your majesty.

SIR REX
Your know edge is sharp and vast,
But your kingdomis crunbling fast.

KI NG
Just because you are out of ny sight doesn't nean | can't
hear you.

DI ANNA
Who, me?

KI NG
You and your Jester friend. It is foolishness |ike yours
that will cause this kingdomto crunble.

DI ANNA
|'"msorry, Papa. W were just having fun.
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KI NG
Running a kingdomis not fun. It's work. Hard work. From
now on, there will be no nore frivolity in the kingdom W
all work far too hard to be distracted by such fal deral as
pai nting and carving, nusic and danci ng, poens and songs,
juggling and puppets, and unnecessary use of the
i magi nation. Fromnow on, all of these pursuits will be
illegal and punishable by inprisonment. The only thing
al l omabl e now wi Il be academ c pursuits. Do you understand
me, Jester?

JESTER
Perfectly. But what am| to do?
KI NG
What have you done up to now?
JESTER
Not nmuch. You won't let nme dance or juggle or tell jokes.

| have to practice every day in the basenent just to keep
i n shape.

ADVI SOR 1
That, as they say, is your problem not mne.

DI ANNA
But Papa, his father and his father’s father were jesters
for the ki ngdom

KI NG
| have no need for a jester. | have a need for a gardener.
WI1l you take the position?
JESTER
It beats unenpl oynent.
DI ANNA
And this way I'Il still get to play with you!
KI NG

Absol utely not! You can never play with Jester again, do
you hear nme! Now as for you, Sir Rex ...

SIR REX
Your wish is ny desire, it’s true,
But you don't realize the things you do ..

KI NG
To the royal furnace with you, Rex. And take off that
silly hel net.
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SI R REX
"1l shovel coal until 1 ache,
But Your Hi ghness is nmaking a big m stake.

(ALL exit except for the
KI NG. )

QUEEN

And so it was decreed, and so it was done. | feared this
day woul d cone.

KI NG
Who are you speaking to?

QUEEN

|"'m speaking to the audience of the play. I'mtelling our
story.

KI NG
Stories are banished. You know that. Wat kind of kingdom
woul d we have if the Queen openly broke the | aw?

QUEEN

| " msorry, Delbert. (To the Audience) Fast forward a few
years.

KI NG
Stop that!

QUEEN
Sorry.

(Li ghts down on this scene
and up on DEBCRAH, DEI DRE and
DIANNA in their room DI ANNA
| ooks out her w ndow. )

DEI DRE
Five tinmes six is thirty.

DEBORAH
Five tinmes seven is thirty-five.

DI ANNA
| wsh |l could fly.

DEBORAH
You' re supposed to do five tines eight.

DI ANNA
| wwsh | could fly right out of this room
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DEl DRE
You can't fly.
DI ANNA
| know. | wish | could.
DEl DRE

But you can’t. Wshing for it is pointless.

(A knock is heard on the
door. JESTER enters.)

JESTER
Hel | o, princesses.

DI ANNA
Jester!

DEBORAH
You shouldn’t come around here. The King will punish you.

JESTER
The King has punished ne already. What are you doi ng?

DEI DRE
Convi nci ng Di anna that she can’t fly.

JESTER
Sur e she can!

DEl DRE
No, she can't. |It’s physically inpossible.

JESTER
D anna, do you want fly?

DI ANNA
| sure do!

JESTER
Then let’s fly!

(JESTER pretends to fly
around the roomlike a bird.
Soon DIANNA joins in.)

DI ANNA
Look! I'mflying!

DEBORAH
You're just running around the roomlike a silly person.
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DI ANNA
Watch out for the trees!
JESTER
|’ mwatching! Look — there’'s the castle tower!
DEI DRE
Stop this nowor I'mtelling father.
JESTER
You woul dn’ t.
DEI DRE
You wait and see.

DI ANNA

(Stops “flying”) Deidre, please, don't tell on nme. 1 was

just playing.
DEI DRE

Pl aying is against the |aw

JESTER
She’s right. W' d better stop.

DElI DRE
It's for the best.

DI ANNA
We can play later?

JESTER
(Pull's her aside) Sure. Meet ne behind the noat in a
hal f - hour .

(JESTER exits.)

DEBORAH
Don't think that we don’t know what you’' re doing.

DEI DRE
We saw t hose draw ngs under your bed.

DEBORAH
And what was that thing you were doing the other day?

DI ANNA
Whi stling?
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DEBORAH
Look — we’re not going to tell father because you re our
sister and we |ove you. But can’'t you see that by doing
t hese things you re denying yourself valuable study tine?
Don’t you want to take over the kingdom sone day?

DI ANNA
Sure | do. W all do.

DEBORAH
Then listen to us. These things you do wll only cause
problems. Stick with your studies. Please.

DEI DRE
We don’t want you to get into trouble.
DI ANNA
But ... | can’t help it! 1t’s like a burning in ny heart.

| can’t help but sing and dance and draw and pl ay.

DEBORAH
We have the sane feelings. But we can fight it, and so can
you.

DElI DRE
Pl ease, D anna.

DI ANNA
"1l try. | prom se

(Lights down on the girls and
up on the KING  ACCOUNTANT
rushes in.)

ACCOUNT
Your majesty! Your majesty! | have terrible news!
KI NG
Royal Accountant! Wsat is it?
ACCOUNTANT
Thi ngs have gotten worse. It appears that the kingdomis

on the verge of running out of noney.

KI NG
But that’s inpossiblel Advisors! Cone in here quickly!

(ADVI SOR 1 and ADVI SOR 2
enter.)

ADVI SOR 2
Your majesty, what is it?
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ADVI SOR 1
VWhat has the Accountant done this tinme?

ACCOUNTANT
| have done nothing but ny job, thank you very mnuch.

Kl NG

The Accountant says we're al nost out of noney. Can this be
true?

ADVI SOR 1
lt’s alie.

ADVI SOR 2
Uh ... maybe not.

ADVI SOR 1
(S)He lies, too.

KI NG
Now, you say "alnost." Wat does that nean?

ACCOUNTANT
There is still one business in town that is making sone
noney.

Kl NG
And what is that?

ACCOUNTANT
Here they cone now.

(A TOUR GUDE enters with two
TOURI STS, taking pictures.)

TOUR GUI DE
And we're walking ... and we’'re walking ... and we’'re
st oppi ng.

TOURI ST 1
Good. My feet are tired.

TOUR GUI DE
Behol d the throne roomof King Del bert the Wse. On the
walls you will see no tapestries or paintings. H's throne
is plain and boring.

TOURI ST 2
Amazing. Just like in the brochure.

TOURI ST 1
Look at this place! What ... dull ness!



DULLSVI LLE - 20

TOURI ST 2
Dull! Dull as can be! No beauty at all. They should cal
this towm Dullsville.

TOUR GUI DE
Now, if you cone with me we'll nove on to the dungeon

ADVI SOR 1
You! You therel

TOURI ST 1
Who, me?

ADVI SOR 1
Tell me ... why have you cone to our town?

TOURI ST 1
Everybody wants to see Dullsville. There is no nore boring
town in the world.

TOURI ST 2
No art, no nusic, no imagination. |It's amazing!

(JESTER enters.)

JESTER
Your majesty, |'ve just watered the royal roses.
TOURI ST 2
Is that a jester?
TOURI ST 1
Hey! There can't be any jesters in this towm! That would
be fun. | thought this town had no fun! W' ve been
gypped!
JESTER
You haven't been gypped.
TOURI ST 2
Wy ?
JESTER
My bells have been clipped. | can't juggle, tell jokes or
sing. | tend the garden now.
TOURI ST 1

Amazi ng! What kind of idiot would make their jester into a
gar dener ?

KI NG
That would be nme. I'mthe King of Dellsville.
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TOURI ST 1
Wel |, you' ve done an amazing job ... of ruining an entire
t own!

ACCOUNTANT
Thank you for comng! Spend |ots of noney!

TOURI ST 2
| haven't seen a gift shop yet!

TOUR GUI DE
Thi s way, please.

(The TOURI STS and the TOUR

GUIDE exit.)
Kl NG
This town isn't dull, is it?
ADVI SOR 1

Absol utely not, sire!
(SSRPH L enters.)

SIR PH L
Stand aside and nake a path
O you will surely feel ny wath.

KI NG
Oh, no. Another knight.

ACCOUNTANT
How do you know?

KI NG
He speaks in rhyne.

ADVI SOR 2
Who are you, good knight? GCet it? Good knight?

SIR PHI L
| am the Knight they call Sir Phi
| fight with quite amazing skill
To protect our Queen, the great Queen Jil

Who is the Queen of Jilliansville.
KI NG
Jilliansville Jilliansville. Anyone ever heard of
Jilliansville?
ADVI SOR 1

No, can’'t say as | have.
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ADVI SOR 2
Never heard of it.

Kl NG
Fetch Sir Rex. He shoul d know.

(ADVI SOR 1 and ADVI SCR 2

exit.)

SIR PHI L
Com ng just around the hill
WI1l be the greatest Queen, Queen Jill.

(ADVISORS return with SIR

REX.)

SI R REX
Phil old pal! Wat a pleasant surprise!
You are truly a sight for ny sore eyes!

ADVI SOR 1
So you know hi n?

SIR REX
Phil and | are birds of a feather!
We even went to Knight school together!

ADVI SOR 2
Kni ght school! That’'s funny!

ADVI SOR 1
No hunor, please.

SIR PHI L
It is true that | know him
Though ny visit here today is grim

Kl NG
Gin? Wat is this all about?

SIR PHI L
King Del bert, to you | plea
Surrender your Kingdomto ne.

(AI'l gasp “WHAT?! ")

SI R REX
Sayi ng such a thing takes guts,
But have you gone conpletely nuts?

Kl NG
| demand to now what this is about!

22
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(QUEEN JILL arrives with her
TWO ADVI SCRS. )

QUEEN JI'LL
"1l tell you what this is about. [|'m Queen Jill from
Jilliansville. W’re taking you over, Delbert. Your

ki ngdomis about to crunble. Your nobney is gone, your
peopl e are poor, your Knight is working in the furnace
room You re town is so dull that it’s not even worth
attacking. So just surrender to us now so we can
redecorate al ready.

KI NG
Oh no. | have a REALLY big probl em now.

ADVI SOR 1
You think you have only one? Look — the petitioners are
back with nore probl ens.

(FARMER and CARPENTER enter.)

FARVER
Al of ny crops are dead and ny famly is broke. Are you
happy now?

CARPENTER
| can’'t sell anything any nore. Everyone has all the
chairs they need. |[|'ve nmade ny chairs too sturdy.

FARVER
You got us into this, King. You get us out of it.

CARPENTER
And fast. |I’mthinking of moving to Jilliansville.

FARVER
So am|.

KI NG
This can’t be possible.

ADVI SOR 2
|"mafraid it is, sire.

ADVI SOR 1
Qur noney is gone and the people are unnotivated and
uni nt er est ed.

KI NG

Quiet! Quiet! | need to think.
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QUEEN JILL
Time is running out, Delbert. There's no reason need to
think it over.

( DEBORAH, DEI DRE and DI ANNA
enter.)

G RLS
Papa, Papa, what's going on?

JILL”S ADVISOR 1
Your highness, tell the King about what your plan is for
hi m

QUEEN JILL
Il will, thank you. | will show you nercy, Delbert. Once
we take over, | wll have a position available for you in
ny castle ... as ny new Jester

ADVI SOR 2

And what about us?

JILL”S ADVI SOR 2
We considered just adding you to the Advisor’s staff. But
since you did such a bad job on TH S ki ngdom there's
al ways unenpl oynent.

KI NG
| just give up. | don't have the answers. There is no
plain answer to this problem

DEBORAH
What ' s the probl en?

QUEEN JILL
| " mtaking over your father's kingdom

DEl DRE
You can’'t take over the kingdom

JILL”S ADVISOR 1
Certainly we can. You have no defense, you have no noney
and your people have no life.

JILL'"S ADVI SOR 2
Taki ng over this kingdomw || be the easiest thing we've
ever done!

JILL'S ADVI SOR 1
Al'l you have now are dying crops, failing businesses, bored
peopl e and a handful of tourists.
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DI ANNA
But you didn't see our dragon.

SIR PH L
Wi | e everyone was proud and braggin’
No one ever nentioned a dragon!

DEBORAH
(Whi sper) We have no dragon, D anna.

DI ANNA
Sure we do. Don't we, Jester?

JESTER
O course we do! | think | hear hi mnow



